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Fall is a busy time of year. People and animals are making plans and 

getting ready for winter.   

People who still need to get meat for their families, are out hunting in 

places on the land that have supported our ancestors for thousands of 

years.  Those who got a moose or other animal, are busy at their meat 

rack, making dry meat and hides.  Others may still need to get their 

winter supply of firewood.  Trappers are getting their traps ready, do-

ing quad and snow machine repairs, and might be planning or cutting 

new trails. 

Beaver people do not need the weather forecast from the internet or 

from the television to get advanced notice of the type of winter is com-

ing our way.  A person only needs to keep a watchful eye on the squir-

rel's and beaver's food.  So far, the squirrels' cache and beavers' food 

pile are letting us know that we should be making a lot of wood for our 

stoves.   

Animals don't lie, they are the truth and as Beaver people, we go by 

what they tell us by their actions and behaviours. The bear and the 

chipmunk have shown us that this fall will be good and long.  This is 

how it has been.  Why?  The bear and chipmunk should already be 

denning by September and we are now in October.   

- Billy Attachie 

Dane-zaa Adishtl’sh 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

October 2020 
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MAKE PREPARATIONS FOR WINTER 



 

 

“The Tea Dance Arbour will bring community together and help members reconnect to their dream-
ers, stories and songs. It’s also a place to welcome relatives and visitors,” - Verena Hofmann, Cultural 
Heritage Resources and Language Manager 

ORANGE SHIRT DAY 

TEA DANCE ARBOUR 
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DRFN is passionate about acknowledging and promoting Orange 

Shirt Day. The day is a legacy of the St. Joseph Mission (SJM) Resi-

dential School (1891-1981) Commemoration Project and Reunion 

events that took place in Williams Lake, BC, Canada, in May 2013. 

The date was chosen because it's the time of year when children 

were taken from their homes to residential schools, and because it's 

an opportunity to set the stage for anti-racism and anti-bullying poli-

cies for the coming school year. The annual Orange Shirt Day  

opens the door to a global conversation on all aspects of residential schools. It's an opportunity to have 

meaningful discussion about the effects of residential schools and the legacy they left behind. It's an oppor-

tunity for all Canadians to tune in and commit to working on creating bridges for reconciliation. It's a day for 

survivors to be reaffirmed that they matter, and so do those that have been subsequently affected. Every 

Child Matters, even if they are an adult, from now on. September 30th, is a day to call upon humanity to lis-

ten with open ears to the stories of survivors and their families, and to remember those that didn’t make it.       

- orangeshirtday.org 

Construction of our Tea Dance Arbour is 

underway and we are anticipating com-

pletion in November this year! 

It is located on our cultural grounds — a 

fitting place as our families have gathered 

and camped here for generations.  

Please avoid this area so construction can proceed safely and effectively. 

BEAVER LANGUAGE TRANSLATIONS ON ORANGE SHIRT DAY POSTERS 

 Every Child Matters     Phte ts’idaahgae guu t’aav{eaa? 

 Beaver Language is Strong    Dane {aa zaage? Wpche Nqq Watsat 

 We Are Still Here Today    Juu v{ enr haak’aa jp asajrh  

 We Keep Our Language Alive   Dane {aa zaage? aakaa watáav{a aa? 



 

 

COMMUNITY CHURCH 
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Our Community Church building is now com-

plete! Contractors are presently working on the 

landscaping, access road and parking lot. We are 

waiting for the playground equipment to arrive. 

Please avoid driving in this area so workers can 

proceed safely!  

Additionally, Davide is working with Telus to get 

the fibre optic feed from the Administrative Office 

to the church so we can get internet up and run-

ning there. 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 

We learned a lot from our first community garden this year. We had many 

successes and learned a few things for next year. 

We also tried a ‘production garden’ past the rodeo grounds, by the river. 

This project didn’t go as planned due to a late start and the wild weather 

this summer but we’ll be adding lots of manure to that garden to give the 

soil a boost for next year. We will also plant garlic there this fall for harvest. 

There’s still parsley, kale and lettuce available—help yourself! 

Over the next few years there will be raspberry, strawberry, haskap and rhubarb 

patches maturing. You will be able to berry pick right at Doig! 

We partnered with Northern Environmental Action Team (NEAT) this year on several 

initiatives and are grateful to Bess and her crew for providing guidance and mainte-

nance. We are planning some workshops with NEAT this fall including canning and 

basics on how to use veggies grown in the garden. We’ll announce dates soon! 

We will plant fruit trees next spring — If you are interested in championing this pro-

ject and promoting food security at Doig,  let Sara know. 

We’re working on getting a greenhouse installed before winter so we can 

start our own seedlings for things like tomatoes and peppers. We also 

plan to get a few tower gardens so we can grow veggies in the winter 

months! 

We had a blast letting creativity flow during our rock painting workshop 

this past summer which included incorporating Beaver language on some 

garden markers. 



 

 

HEALTH & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

FINANCE 
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Just wanted to let you all know you are not forgotten.  Even though Covid-19 is still with us and 

isn’t going away soon, we still hold you all in our thoughts and prayers. 

October 12th is Thanksgiving so we hope that even though we cannot gather together to cele-

brate, we can still be thankful for all that we have and be thankful for the people we have in our 

lives. 

We want to remind everyone to reach out to someone if you are feeling lonely or are de-

pressed or just want to talk to someone. Pick up the phone, go for a little walk, sit on your deck 

and get a little sun. Take time for yourself and remember to breathe! 

We may not be able to meet the way we are used to, but we are still here for you all. 

Call a friend, call a relative, call the office and just say hi! 

We continue to serve the membership as best we can, and please reach out to us if you have 

any questions. Be safe and be kind. XOXO 

Much love, Teree 

Casual Timesheets  

 Due to department managers Monday mornings 

Smoke Sales 

 Tuesdays ONLY 10 a.m.—12:00 p.m. & 12:30 p.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Cheques 

 Thursdays ONLY 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. & 12:30 p.m.—2:00 p.m. 



 

 

KUDOS TO OUR FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
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MNP completed our audit in July and it was submitted on time (July 31st) to Indigenous 

Services Canada (ISC). A big thank you to Sydney and our finance team for ensuring all our 

financial record keeping is in good order and meets the high standards for First Nations 

Management Board (FNFMB) compliance.   

We are currently working on a 5-year capital and risk management plan for the FNFMB system certifi-

cation.  

We recently received funding from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) to develop a capital assets man-

agement system and life cycle planning for the band assets which include: buildings, roads, equip-

ment, sanitary sewer systems, etc.  This also supports the work for FNFMB systems certification. 

FORESTRY  

K’IH TSAA?DZE TRIBAL PARK 

The BC government is looking at a 400-hectare 

piece of KTP that burned in 2016 for rehabilitation. 

Their plan is to remove standing dead trees this 

winter and replant with conifer (pine/spruce) seed-

lings in 2021.  

We are looking for input on the plan. If you were 

unable to attend the  community engagement ses-

sion, please contact Sara in the Lands department 

to set up a time to review this proposal. 

FORESTRY AGREEMENT 

We are still working on a Memorandum of Agreement with Canfor and LP, with key items including 

the creation of a Critical Protected Area and an Enhanced Management Area. The Critical Protected 

Area  would dictate where Canfor and LP would not be able to log.  The Enhanced Management 

Area would designate where they could log but these areas would require more in-depth consulta-

tion and strategies to be put in place to protect DRFN values, and community involvement during 

cutblock development.  

We welcome any input on the agreement and especially on the mapping. If you were unable to 

attend the community engagement sessions, please contact Sara in the Lands department and we 

will set up a time to review it with you. 



 

 

“Research shows direct economic benefits (GDP) attributed to the Indigenous tourism industry 
in Canada rose 23.2 per cent between 2014 and 2017, going from $1.4 billion to $1.7 billion. Com-
pared with a 14.5 per cent increase in overall tourism activity in Canada, this growth shows mo-
mentous acceleration within the Indigenous tourism sector.”           
(https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/indigenous-tourism-sector-in-canada-exceeding-all-growth-targets-
873771683.html) 

INDIGENOUS TOURISM STRATEGY 

DRFN AGGREGATE PIT AT CHARLIE LAKE 
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We recently secured funding to complete an Indigenous Tourism Strategy from Indigenous Tourism As-

sociation of Canada (ITAC). We will be reaching out to our membership and engaging with local govern-

ments, businesses and municipalities to develop a plan to fa-

cilitate investment, training and employment opportunities in 

cultural tourism.   

In a number of our community engagements, it was identified 

by many band members on-reserve that they are most keen to 

find work or start a business in culture and Indigenous tourism. 

To support Indigenous tourism at DRFN, we have almost com-

pleted our Cultural Spaces Infrastructure Plan which is the result of the interviews and meetings we had 

with membership last year at World Café and other events.  The plan will identify and cost out all the in-

frastructure priorities band members identified from community trails, cabins, campsites, etc.  One of 

our big priorities was to get the Tea Dance Circle underway and we were fortunate to secure close to a 

million dollars to build the arbor this year.  

DRFN is actively working on securing provincial permits for blasting and 

selling aggregate at the Charlie Lake property. Additionally, we are work-

ing at getting the business plan and strategy in place this year. 

5-YEAR COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Through support from MNP and funding from ISC, DRFN will be updat-

ing our 5-year Community Economic Development Plan. 



 

 

DRFN URBAN RESERVE 
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With the support of funding from the BC Rural Dividend Fund, DRFN and MNP recently completed 

two studies and business plans: 

 Hay Feasibility Study for in and around I.R. #206 

 Beekeeping and Haskap Berries 

We continue to lease our agricultural and ranch lands near DRFN and at Old Fort to local farmers. 

DRFN is actively supporting Urban Reserve development by: 

 Working with Canada to meet all the conditions for Additions to Reserve creation.  This includes 

submission of environmental site assessments, development plans, removing encumbrances on 

land titles and managing permits for utilities (BC Hydro and PNG, Telus, etc.) 

 Completing the Municipal Services Agreement with the City of FSJ to purchase City services and by

-law administration for when the land converts to reserve  

 Working with First Nations Taxation Commission (FNTC) for development of property taxation laws 

for the Urban Reserve that will pay for services the City provides 

 Developing engineering plans and detailed designs for the gas station and DRFN Business Centre 

 Securing a gas station partner (i.e., Shell, PetroCanada, etc.) 

 Securing financing and investment partners for the gas station (i.e., First Nations Finance Authority) 

AGRICULTURE 



 

 

COMMUNITY WELLNESS COORDINATOR 
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Hello Everyone: 

We have had great weather this fall and  I hope you are all getting outside and enjoying it with your 

loved ones.  I have seen some awesome pictures of hunting, gathering and preparing food on the land. 

Traditional activities are excellent for teaching our children how to live well and be proud of their herit-

age. 

Although COVID still is around us, we are trying to continue with as many safe activities and programs 

as possible.  We are lucky that the weather has been so nice, allowing us to enjoy many events outside 

recently, including: 

We are currently planning more programs for members at DRFN.  

Please keep checking the Facebook page for flyers and posts.  If 

you have any ideas or suggestions for events, activities or workshops, 

please let us know.  The following is my contact information: 

778-715-3754 (direct), 250-261-1328 (cell) 

Wuujo asanalaa 

Teresa 

Youth Hike 

Tribute to Annie Oker            

Tea Dance 

 

Medicine Gathering 

 

Drive-in Movie Night 

Parent & Child Back to School 

Meeting 



 

 

CULTURAL HERITAGE & LANGUAGE 
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 Language planning, translation, education and community activities 

 Community research projects 

 Re-patriation of artifacts 

 Mobile exhibits 

 Supporting craft sales and the fur program 

 Coordination of drummers and cultural workers for projects and 

events 

She’s back! DRFN recently created the new Department of Cultural Herit-

age Resources and Language and we have hired Verena Hofmann as the 

department manager  - Welcome back Verena! 

Our new manager has a team of three staff members (Marilyn Pouce 

Coupe, Madeline Oker and Coleen Apsassin) to help her implement cul-

ture and language projects that include: 

We’re also in the process of mobilizing DRFN’s Language Committee to con-

tinue working on First People’s Cultural Council’s fund-

ed projects. 

Additionally, we’ll be working with community and ad-

ministrative staff on a variety of fun and educational 

activities with the objective of  infusing Beaver culture 

and knowing in all aspects of community life and work. 

NATION BUILDING PROJECT 

We have a special project called Nation Building, being undertaken with Blue-

berry River and Prophet River First Nations, to revitalize and better understand 

the traditional governance and social structures that informed/were the foun-

dations of our relationships, how we lived and how we took care of each other. 

We hope to have good fall weather so we can work with family groups in their 

traditional camp and trapline areas to rediscover family heritage and identity.  

We will be gathering information about the original names of your families, 

your family territories, what other family groups yours interacted with as well as  

family lineage and the deeply rich history of places of importance on the land 

to your family.  

Dave Flanders from Urban Systems is working on this project with us. 



 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE & HOUSING 
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HOUSING MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST 

(OCTOBER) 

 Disconnect garden hoses from hose bibs 

 Roll up hoses and store away all 

nozzles and sprinklers in heated 

area 

 Remove any temporary pools 

 Turn off outside water outlet hose 

bibs 

 Change furnace filter 

 Vacuum floor grates/covers 

 Clean and test smoke and carbon monoxide 

alarms 

We’ve had a very busy summer working on projects throughout the community this year.  

 Geotechnical work is underway for lot servicing for five tiny homes 

 Roofs and renovations continue to be a priority for housing 

 New policies and procedures are being developed for the Housing department 

 Work has commenced on the Tea Dance Arbor 

 The inside of the Church is complete, we are currently completing the out-

door landscaping, site preparation for the playground as well as ordering furni-

ture, musical instruments and equipment.  We continue to work with the prov-

ince to ensure it will be a licenced BC Childcare facility. 

 We have re-submitted our Project Application Requirements (PAR) for the 

water treatment plant and will be re-tendering the project due to COVID 19 so 

construction can start in 2021 

 Super-wifi project will start the second week of October — providing us 

with better service throughout the community 

 The solar panel project is underway for 10 homes.  We have 5 band    

      members working on the project. 

DRFN solar crew busy    

installing panels 



 

 

OTHER INITIATIVES 
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Treaty Land Entitlement (TLE) 

We continue to work through the Lands Agreement with BC and Canada to address final items around 

the Ed Nick road and road tenures on the TLE land selections. Some of the information was delayed 

from the BCOGC to complete these tasks. Final drafting of the settlement agreement is still underway. 

Mineral Rights Claim 

We continue to advocate Canada to negotiate a settlement that is above the specific claims cap.  This 

has been slow due to the federal government’s focus on COVID 19.  In August, DRFN’s legal counsel 

participated in the tribunal hearing on this claim with BRFN and Canada. 

Treaty 8 Annuities Claim 

DRFN, along with five Treaty 8 First Nations are working with Canada to move to-

wards negotiations of the old Treaty 8 annuities arrears claim filed in the late 

1990’s.  This action is with regard to the annual $5.00/year annual treaty payment. 

Trapline Claim 

The federal negotiator is seeking a mandate to offer settlement for the trapline claim that was accepted 

for negotiations.  We hope to hear from him in December with regard to the mandate to settle with 

DRFN. 



 

 

LANDS DEPARTMENT 
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CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT 

 Following is work the Lands department is doing on consultation and engagement activities. This in-

cludes any applications or referrals received by Lands and any community work related to applications 

or active projects.  

 

Oil and Gas 

Lori Lineham led 2 field trips in September to review 2 new projects proposed in the territory.  One 

project is a silica sand quarry near Teepee Lake proposed by a company called Sureway. The other is 

a project to expand a compressor station in the Saddlehills area proposed by NGTL.   

Photo: DRFN members at location of Crown land sale 

Crown Land Sale 

On October 1st, Lands took some members to review a proposed Crown land sale near the Siphon 

Road. The sale is on the northeast side of the Nataayae Hill and is proposed by a local farmer who 

wants to expand his bison ranch.   

Field trips allow members to see proposed projects in person, ask questions and provide feedback 

to Lands staff so we can respond on behalf of the community.   

If you have any questions or concerns about these projects,  

please contact Jen at the Lands office. 
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LANDS DEPARTMENT 

Peace River Boat Tour 

On a windy day in August, DRFN participated in a boat 

tour of the Peace River upstream of the Halfway River.  

The purpose was to view the valley prior to harvesting 

and clearing by BC Hydro as it prepares for the flooding 

and creation of a reservoir. DRFN was able to explore 

the river islands and do some plant collecting.  

Plants collected during Peace River trip 

Site C Tour 

Lands was provided a tour of Site C construction. Here 

are some photos of the progress at the site. More infor-

mation on the progress at Site C can be found in later 

pages of this newsletter.   

Fish ladder at fish passage facility 

Habitat enhancement project on Peace River 

back channel. 

Overview of Site C construction site 



 

 

LANDS DEPARTMENT 
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SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Traditional Use Studies 

In August and September 2020, MNP completed interviews and field trips related to a traditional use 

study for the following new proposed projects in the territory:  

 Enbridge Frontier Pipeline 

 NGTL: Valhalla and Saturn Pipelines 

 North River Midstream North East BC 

Connector 

 BC Hydro North Montney Electrification  

During interviews, we collected valuable infor-

mation about where and how DRFN members use the 

land.  This information will go into the cultural ar-

chives and will be used to analyze the impacts of 

these as well as future projects on DRFN’s ability to 

practice treaty and Indigenous rights. Thank you to all 

members who participated.  Special thanks to 

Madeline Oker and Lori Lineham who helped facili-

tate the interviews and field trips.    

Wildlife Projects 

Lands received new funding from Environment and Climate Change Canada to continue work on 

mapping critical habitat for moose and caribou.  We can use the information to help the Chin-

chaga caribou recovery planning and direct oil and gas restoration work done by industry and 

government.  There will be more work on this in the coming weeks.  This is an important undertak-

ing that contributes to ensuring caribou recovery is being done in consideration of moose.    

Wolf Cull:  Reminder the bounty for a wolf is $700. The program will run all year. 

Wildlife Sightings:  Hunting season is here.  If you suspect poaching activity, please call 

the RAP line at 1-877-952-7277. They will need a license plate number, description of vehi-

cle, location of activity, date and time. Please also bring information on your sightings to 

the attention of the Lands department.   



 

 

LANDS DEPARTMENT 
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Background 

The Taylor Bridge Crossing, 

on Highway 97 (the Alaska 

Highway) between Dawson 

Creek and Fort St. John, is an 

important local link and key 

commercial transportation 

corridor in northeastern BC. 

While the existing bridge is 

safe for current use, the Minis-

try of Transportation and Infra-

structure (MoTI) understands 

that frequent maintenance ac-

tivities are an inconvenience 

for local and commercial traf-

fic. The existing bridge was 

opened in 1960 to replace the 

original 1942 suspension 

bridge which collapsed in 

1957 following a landslide at 

the north end of the bridge. 

The current bridge is a 2-lane 

open steel grid deck structure 

that is 712m long. Now 60 

years old, the bridge is re-

stricted to single lane alternat-

ing traffic over 100 times a 

year to allow for welding re-

pairs to the steel deck. The 

repairs are generally done at 

night, but still impose wait 

times of up to 45 minutes on 

highway users. There are also 

emergency repairs that occa-

sionally need to occur during 

the daytime. 

Potential Options 

Understanding Needs MoTI is considering options for improving the 

Taylor Bridge Crossing. This may include bridge rehabilitation or re-

placement. MoTI recognizes that a decision about the Taylor Bridge 

Crossing is a multi-generational decision. The crossing will serve the 

area for decades, and it is important that the preferred option reflects 

what is most important to those who use and rely on the bridge. It is 

also important the proposed option addresses potential impacts to 

Treaty 8 rights. To better understand bridge related needs, the Minis-

try is consulting with First Nations.   

LOOKING FOR INPUT 

Over the next year, First Nations studies, engineering work, archaeo-

logical assessments and environmental assessments will be complet-

ed. During the same time period, MoTI will be asking for input re-

garding the long-term solution for the Taylor Bridge Crossing. Cur-

rent project schedules anticipate a decision on the preferred bridge 

option in the spring of 2022. If you have comments or feedback for 

MoTI on the project, please come and talk to the Lands department.  

 

Options for Improving Taylor Bridge 



 

 

LANDS DEPARTMENT 
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Kelt Energy Water Application Denied 

Kelt Exploration applied to the 

OGC to take water from the 

Beatton River at Petersons’ 

Crossing for the purpose of fracking.  The Lands depart-

ment worked with Chief and Council to oppose the ap-

plication.  Because of our effort, Kelt Exporation with-

drew their application and has committed to work with 

DRFN on a new plan for water withdrawals that consid-

ers DRFN’s interests.   

ROAD CONDITIONS 

Lagarde Road 

The washout near kilometre 15 on the Lagarde Road, at the creek just south of the T intersection by Tom-

my's Cabin, is still not fixed.   

UPDATE:   We have commitment from CNRL that they will be fixing this washout once the proper permits 

are in place. It is estimated to take 3-4 weeks.   

If you know of any other roads in need of repair, please report them to Lands and we will follow up with 

the permit holders.   

Site C Update 

Site C Project Update Sept 19-Oct 2, 2020: 

Diversion Update 

Earlier this week, BC Hydro opened the gates 

to the tunnels on the north bank of the river. 

BC Hydro is reminding boaters and other river 

users to stay away from the area due to the 

powerful river current pulling into the diversion tunnels. 

The 2-kilometre section of the Peace River around the Site C dam has been closed to boaters since June 

2020 when a debris boom was installed across the main river channel. 

Over the past few months, crews have been placing a rockfill berm across the river to seal off an area for 

the dam to be built on dry land, while keeping the water flowing through the tunnels on the north bank. 
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SITE C Updates 
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SITE C Updates 

CGL PIPELINE 

DRFN is one of twelve First Nations along the CGL pipeline working col-

laboratively to pursue an opportunity and low-interest rate financing to 

invest in a portion of the Coastal Gaslink Pipeline. Chief Makadahay is 

working to secure long-term sustainable income for benefit of DRFN. 



 

 

CGL PIPELINE UPDATES 
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Shout out to Ronin Milton for 

providing moose meat for his 

family and to his Uncle Gor-

don Acko for sharing the 

knowledge and supporting 

our youth in practicing cul-

ture and exercising Treaty 

rights on the land! 



 

 

CGL PIPELINE UPDATES 
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Name    Day of the Month 

Michael Acko    October 2 

Kale Goulet    October 4 

Norman Davis   October 8 

Darlene Davis   October 9 

Robin Acko    October 10 

Leander Attachie   October 11 

Whitney Cardinal   October 13 

Sid Rothlisberger   October 14 

Ryker Taylor    October 18 

Diane Wolf    October 19 

Vanessa Davis   October 19 

Memphis Wolfe    October 21 

Ayesha Makadahay   October 22 

Dennis Grant    October 25 

Levi Huggins    October 25 

Ray Bath    October 26 

Shirley Mykituk   October 28 

Gerry Attachie   October 29 

Congrats to Trey on his first kill! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVERYONE!! :) 



 

 

 Doig River First Nation 
Box 56 

Rose Prairie, BC 
V0C 2H0 

 

Phone: 250-827-3776 
Fax: 250-827-3778 

E-mail: reception@doigriverffn.com 

COMMUNITY SCRAPBOOK PAGE 

Jacob lighting up the world 

with his smile on Orange 

Shirt Day 

Elders blessing ground for construction 

of Tea Dance Arbour 


